Free Franking

Warts and All



Free Franking — the beginning

* England 1652 -

e Facilitate the Free Flow of Information and
Opinion Among Public Officials

e Later Expanded to Include Constituents



1832 Earl of Dartmouth




Maltese Cross




Sunday Mark




Franklin Colonial Use




Franklin in England




Free Mark

e Listed as number 1 in “The Franking System in
the Post Office 1652-1840” by George Brunell,
1936.




Comes the Revolution

~irst Continental Congress Adopts the Free
-rank — Ordnance of October 18, 1782

_etters, Packets and Dispatches Free to and
from

— Members and Secretary of Congress
— Commander—in-Chief of the Armies
— Heads of Certain Departments



Postal Act of 1789

* Permanently Established the Postal System
and Continued Free franking for:

— President

— Vice President

— Postmasters

— Newspaper Editors
— Department Heads

* Letters Must Be Signed by Sender
 Constituents Marked Letter “Free”



Presidential Use George Washington
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Constituent to President Jackson
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Presidential Use Abraham Lincoln

Svom the Lvegident of the Wnited States,
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Vice President Schuyler Colfax




Vice President C. W. Fairbanks
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Secretary of War Stanton

War Departueent,
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Admiral Dahlgren

~ FLAG saIr
South Atlan ic Blockading Squadron.
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USS Philadelphia







Office of Covrespondence with the Friemds of he
Dhosing When of the Unites States Drwy,
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Addressed to Postmaster General Blair

&
o “//?“7;;:«@@ Y

Dol Fnasen é e
/)"‘zuf/;.,‘/ Loree 5




Post Office Free Handstamp




Senator Daniel Webster




Congressman Grenville M. Dodge




Congressman James B. Clay
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Constituent to Senator Morrill




Pensioner Mail
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Postmasters Can Make Mistakes




Rare Rate Marking




Consequences of Abuse

1872 Election

Congress Ends Free Franking
Introduction of Official Stamps
Penalty Mail 1877

Official Stamps Abolished 1879
Free Frank Back 1891




Free Frank Users

Congress — Members and Selected Officers
Selected Executive Branch Officials in Wartime
Military Personnel in Wartime

Vice President

Former Presidents

Surviving Presidential Spouses

Former Vice Presidents for 90 Days after Term



Free Frank Users - 2

* Spouse of Member Dying in Office for the
Duration of the Normal Term of that Member



Senator Barry Goldwater
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Military Free Frank — Officer’s Mail




Military Free Frank — Officer’s Mail




WW!I Arrived Safely Card

Y SAILORS’ MAIL wsortely POSTAGE

wail oanGESSARV.
4/{’ AMERICAN R:L Cm.,:.q - X,

THIS SIDE FOR \l)l)kl\\ ONLY,

7?‘1/3 Z/L/7 ’)7 NAAAAVIACARES

f /1] - /% - .'(fl ot/

o4 e~ et
Write nothing on this side but the ADDRESS. f any oth
writing or marks of any kind appear this card will be destroyed




WW!I Arrived Safely Message

THE SHIP ON WHICH 1 SAILED HAS ARRIVED
SAFELY OVERSEAS.

Write nothing but your NAME on this side. If any other
writing ar marks of any kind appear this card will be destroved




WW!II Patriotic Cachet




Vice President Theodore Roosevelt

’__ o -

P Z = . - - :

Che Mice President’s Chomber JBeoctone [Coocse
i WASHINGTON.D.C. Vo
| TR\

: AP\
| { ie:
| \\ ""M
Riis,




Retired President Harry S. Truman

HARRY S TRUMAN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

AIR MAIL

Honorable Harold H, Burton

Supreme Court of the United States
Washington, D, C.




Presidential Widow Edith Roosevelt




Presidential Widow Eleanor Roosevelt

Mr. Waldo G. Leland
1862 Mintwood Place
Washington ¢, D. C.




Congressional Widow Ethel Kennedy




U. S. Diplomatic Use of Free Franking

* Argentine Embassy

ARGENTINE EMBASSY
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Diplomatic Free Frank

 American Embassy — Rio De Janeiro

OFFICE OF MILITARY ATTACHE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL

Lewis Sloan,
- - " - - R -
1STEYT SeYX¢ cany, 17th Field ‘er,lth}l“f’
o . ™ oh ok An " < L <
fort Pragg, North Carolina



Surgeon General to Clara Barton

War Depavtment,
- Surgeon General’s Office.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.




Booker T. Washington
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Penalty Mail to Foreign Address
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Free Frank Control

* Federal Law - Title 39, Part IV, Chapter 32,
§ 3210 - Franked mail transmitted by the Vice
President, Members of Congress, and
congressional officials”.

e House and Senate Rules



Aden Mystery Cover
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